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and his consideration. He was of the most agreeable
manners, handsome, well made, full of honour, wit,
and ability; in society the pleasantest person in the
world, and yet well instructed; indeed, of rare erudi-
tion, generous, obliging, dignified, incapable of mean-
ness, he was with so much talent and so many great
and amiable qualities generally loved and respected,
and deserved to be. He was made Cardinal in 1671,
but was not declared until after many delays had oc-
curred. These delays much disturbed him. It was
customary, then, to pay many visits. One evening the
Abbe de la Victoire, one of his friends, and very witty,
arrived very late at a supper, in a house where he
was expected. The company importunely asked him
where he had been, and what had delayed him.

" Alas! " replied the Abbe, in a tone of sadness,
" where have I been ? I have been all day accompany-
ing the body of poor M. de Laon." [The Cardinal
d'Estrees was then Bishop and Duke of Laon.]

" M. de Laon!" cried everybody, " M. de Laon
dead! Why, he was quite well yesterday. Tis dread-
ful. Tell us what has happened."

" What has happened ? " replied the Abbe, still with
the same tone. " Why, he took rne with him when
he paid his visits, and though his body was with me,
his spirit was at Rome,, so that I quitted him very
wearied." At this recital grief changed into merri-
ment.

That grand dinner at Fontainebleau for the Prince
of Tuscany, at which the Prince was to be the only
guest, and yet never received his invitation from the
Cardinal, I have already mentioned. He was often-